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Chapter 13

Reunions

With the demobilization of the armed forces following the Japanese surrender, we men of the
9th Group went our separate ways, many to college under the G.I. bill, and into marriage, pursuing
our careers and raising our families. Reunions were not on the minds of most of us.

In the mid-1980’s, with most of us having raised our children, made our career marks, and
either retired or were thinking about it, we became open to the idea of reunions. Having advanced
in age into the 60’s and 70’s, a growing number of us, when we were located, welcomed the oppor-
tunity to renew wartime friendships, reminisce, and share stories about what, for most of us, was a
peak experience of our lives.

The 58th and 73rd Wings, and some individual groups, had organized associations and held
reunions for some years before we got started. In 1984 a 20th Air Force of Southern California
Association was organized under the leadership of Elbert B. Smith of the 509th Group and James
L. Pattillo; they had their first reunion in San Diego in early 1984. Jim Patillo had served in the 58th
Wing in India-China and was the airplane commander of one of the lead crews of that wing that
preceded the movement of that wing to Tinian; he was attached to our group for a month and flew
a number of missions with us. Jim arranged for the second reunion of that association to be held in
March 1985 in Santa Barbara where he lives. Six members of the 9th Group heard about it and
attended: Leonard Carpi, Francis Gulling, Hal Lassman, Warren Warchus, John Millington, and
Henry Huglin, our group commander the last 6 months of the war who also lives in Santa Barbara
and who spoke at the Saturday night banquet.

At the Santa Barbara meeting, the 9th Group men learned that the 505th Group was meeting in
Denver a few months later and that all members of the 313th Wing were welcome to attend. Leonard
Carpi, Henry Huglin, and 5 other members of the 9th Group attended. This 9th Group contingent
held a meeting to form an organization and elected Len Carpi chairman. It was announced there
that the 6th Group was having a reunion in Omaha in 1986 and invited all other members of the
313th Wing to come.

Len Carpi had a notice placed in several service-oriented magazines to attract 9th Group mem-
bers to Omaha. Forty did attend, out of an accumulated list of 140 by that time. At a further organi-
zation meeting of the 9th Bombardment Group Association in Omaha, Len Carpi was voted presi-
dent and Herbert Hobler secretary. It was also decided to hold the first 9th Group Association
reunion the next year.

TUCSON, ARIZONA, 1987. From October 22nd to 25th our first reunion was held, with
Maurice Ashland as chairman. The search for members had resulted in the roster growing to 400.
One hundred forty five members attended; family members and guests brought the total to 259. Our
9th Group Chaplain, Reverend Richard Chambers, conducted a moving memorial service for the
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men we lost. Henry Huglin spoke at the Saturday night banquet. During the business meeting, Len
Carpi indicated that he preferred to relinquish the position of president, in which he had got the
association well organized and launched. Then Herbert Hobler was elected president; Len Carpi
and Maurice Ashland, vice presidents; Jack Cagan, secretary/treasurer; and a board of directors
which included the officers plus William Barnhart, Charles Chauncey, William Flaherty, Henry
Huglin, Earl Johnson, John Nestel, William Reynolds, Lawrence Smith, historian, and Erwin Vernon.

DAYTON, OHIO, 1988. From Oct. 13th to 16th our second reunion was held, with Erwin
Vernon and William Barnhart as co-chairmen. The roster had grown to over 500. Attendance with
family members and guests was 305. A permanent 9th Group memorial tree and bronze plaque
were dedicated at the Air Force Museum at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base. Brig. Gen. Paul
Tibbets, the 509th Group Commander and pilot of the Enola Gay, was our principal banquet speaker.
Another speaker was Mitsuya Goto, former Vice President of Nissan Motors who, as a 15-year-old
living in Nagoya, although his parents home was destroyed in a fire raid, still admired the B-29
enough to build a model of it. At the meeting all the board of directors and officers were reelected
and Warren Warchus was added to the board.

ORLANDO, FLORIDA, 1989. From October 12th to 15th our third reunion was held, with
Earl Johnson as chairman. The roster had increased to 580. Attendance with family members and
guests was 325. Tours of the Kennedy Space Center and Disney World were arranged and much
enjoyed. At this reunion, Len Carpi, on behalf of the Association, presented a plaque to our histo-
rian which read:

“A testimonial of sincere appreciation
presented to
Lawrence S. Smith
in honor and with deep
appreciation of the
distinguished and unselfish
service given to the group for
research and recording the
history as
Group Historian
of the 9th Bombardment Group”

COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO, 1991. From May 9th to 12th our fourth reunion
was held, with William Reynolds as chairman. The membership roster had grown to 660. The
attendance, including family members and guests, was 324. During a tour of the Air Force Acad-
emy, a memorial service was conducted in the Academy’s unique, beautiful chapel by our member,
Rev. Virgil Juliot, Chaplain Chambers having died the previous September. Also, a 9th Group
plaque was dedicated for the 20th Air Force Wall in the Court of Honor at the Academy. A tour was
also arranged to the Garden of the Gods. Donald W. Eisenhart, our group commander from April
1944 to March 1945, attended for the first time. He and Kenneth G. Wolf were added to the board
of directors; John Swihart, Bill Reynolds, and Lawrence Smith were elected vice presidents.
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SEATTLE, WASHINGTON, 1992. From August 13th to 16th our fifth reunion was held,
with John Swihart as chairman. The group joined the rest of the 20th Air Force wing and group
Associations. Total attendance, including family members and guests, was more than 7000. We
celebrated, at the Boeing factory, the 50th anniversary of the first flight of a B-29 from the adjacent
airfield. Boeing hosted the attendees at an all-day affair, including lunch and dinner. At the Boeing
airfield, Fifi, the only flyable B-29, flew by the assembled throng, accompanied by a B-17, a P-51,
and a Japanese Zero fighter. (Fifi, which belongs to the “Confederate Air Force,” had been elabo-
rately refurbished with the financial help of Boeing and hundreds of hours of volunteer labor by
Boeing active and retired employees.) By lottery, a lucky 18, including Roy Porter, 1st Squadron
from the 9th, won a flight in Fifi. During this day, several hours were spent looking at all the
exhibits in the nearby Boeing Museum of Flight. The speaker at the Saturday night banquet was
Secretary of Defense Richard Cheney. Our roster had grown to 770; 458, including family mem-
bers and guests, were present. Gordon Nelson and William Feldman were added to the board of
directors. At this reunion Herb Hobler, on behalf of the Association, presented to our last wartime
commander a plaque which read:

“Whereas we, the members of the 9th Bomb Group Association,
wish to honor Henry Huglin, and
whereas we first came to know him as our deputy group leader
in McCook, Nebraska in 1944 and in early 1945 on Tinian, and
whereas whether enlisted man, officer, ground crew, or flyer,
we came to respect his judgment and fairness
as our Commanding Officer on Tinian, and
whereas he was instrumental in the formation of our
9th Bomb Group Association in 1986 so that
we might refresh and renew our friendships, and
whereas these 9th Bomb Group Association reunions have provided us all
an opportunity to know him as an associate and friend,
we therefore wish to express our great admiration, esteem and affection for
Henry Huglin, first in his 1945 role as our Commanding Officer and
now as a thoughtful, gentle human being
who continues to inspire us through his leadership and friendship”

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS, 1993. From September 30th to October 3rd our fifth reunion was
held, with Gordon Nelson as chairman. Our roster had increased to 1003, due in large part to the use
of the CD-ROM Phonedisc by Robert Hunt, supplementing the diligent, remarkably successful
search pursued by Larry Smith. Nearly 200 members attended and, with family members and guests,
the total was 330. At a Lackland Air Force Base formal review our group were honored guests.
Several interesting tours were arranged for local sites. At this reunion, Henry Huglin, on behalf of
the Association, presented to our first commander a plaque which read:

“Whereas we, the members of the 9th Bomb Group Association,
wish to honor Colonel Donald Eisenhart, and
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whereas, as our past Group Commander
he organized our training period at McCook, Nebraska, and
whereas, through his quiet, strong and effective leadership,
he further organized our deployment to the Mariana Islands, and
whereas he directed our first month of combat operations
against the Japanese Empire,
until he was moved up to be Chief of Staff of the 313th Bomb Wing;
now, therefore, we wish to express our great
admiration and gratitude for the vital role he played in making
our group an outstanding combat organization.”

HAMPTON, VIRGINIA, 1994. From September 15th to 18th our seventh reunion was held,
with Herbert Hobler as reunion chairman, in addition to his on-going fine work as president of the
association. We visited the Mariners Museum, then Langley Air Force base for lunch and a base
tour, and thereafter the Virginia Air And Space Museum. Tours to Williamsburg, Jamestown &
Yorktown, and Norfolk Harbor & Naval Base were available. Our roster had grown to 1100. Atten-
dance with family members and guests was 311. Leonard Carpi, on behalf of the association, pre-
sented to Ben Nicks a large photograph of the Enola Gay atomic B-29 bomber, signed by Paul
Tibbets and his navigator and bombardier, in gratitude for Ben’s diligent and effective work in the
campaign to get the Smithsonian Museum to properly display that historic airplane.

ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI, 1995. From September 7th to 10th our eighth reunion was held,
celebrating the 50th anniversary of VJ-Day. Herb Hobler, on behalf of the association, presented to
Leonard Carpi a plaque which read:

“Whereas we, the members of the 9th Bomb Group Association,
wish to honor our board member, Leonard W. Carpi, for his
invaluable initiative in getting our association organized in 1986,
for his devoted and most effective service as president
during the formation period and our first reunion in Tucson in 1987,
for his continuing strong support at the annual reunions,
for his constant year-round availability for advice and help, and
for his service on the 20th Air Force Association Board of Directors;
we, therefore, wish to express our deep gratitude to him.”

Herb Hobler, on behalf of the Association, also presented certificates of appreciation to the
following reunion chairmen: Maurice I. Ashland, Tucson, 1987 (plus “his invaluable help in the
development of our group history book.”); William R. Barnhart, and Erwin C. Vernon, Dayton,
Ohio, 1988 (plus Erwin’s “on-going exceptional devotion in keeping up-to-date our important and
ever-growing group roster.”); Earl L. Johnson, Orlando, Florida, 1989 (plus “the fine work he has
done for the association, including representing us in Tokyo in March 1995.”); William A. Reynolds,
Colorado Springs. Colorado, 1991 (plus “his on-going interest and representation of our associa-
tion with the McCook Historical Society.”); John M. Swihart, Seattle, Washington, 1992; Gordon
K. Nelson, San Antonio, Texas, 1993; and Robert E. Bates, St. Louis, Missouri, 1995. Further, he
presented certificates of appreciation to Robert V. Hunt “for the contribution he has made in locat-
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ing members of our Association; by introducing the technology of the computer to our search for
members, he has brought together many of us who shared the Tinian experience; his diligence in
working with the Office of Veterans Affairs as well as the Profone and Phonedisc CD-ROM has
significantly increased our numbers and thereby strengthened the fellowship of our organization.”;
to Bonnie Chiravalle “for the diligent and competent work she has done on behalf of our associa-
tion as secretary-associate to our president, Herbert W. Hobler, in the on-going work of running our
association business, for helping to organize and manage our reunions, and for assisting in the
development of our history book.”; and to Dottie Scheaffer and, posthumously, Fritz Scheaffer
“who, as a team, were such congenial and dedicated hosts year-after-year at the group reunions’
hospitality suites.”

Further, Henry Huglin, on behalf of the Association, presented our president with a plaque
which read:

“Whereas we, the members of the 9th Bomb Group Association,
wish to honor Herbert W. Hobler at this 50th Anniversary of VJ-Day reunion,
whereas he, as our president since 1987,
has navigated this association through its activities since then
in a highly skillful and effective manner,
devoting much time, effort, and personal resources
to helping with organizing our reunions and then chairing the meetings and,
between reunions, further promoting the interests of this
association to the benefit and enjoyment of all members;
we, therefore, wish to express our deep gratitude
for all that he has done and is doing for us.”

Thursday, March 9, 1995
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Figure 13-209. 50th Anniversary of V.J. Day in 1995
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Figure 13-210. San Antonio Reunion in 1993
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